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The Overseas Research Students Awards Scheme (ORS) grants awards on a 
competitive basis for partial remission of tuition fees to international 
postgraduate research students of outstanding merit and research potential 
to study in the UK. The only criteria for the awards are outstanding merit and 
research potential; other factors, such as financial status, ethnicity, 
nationality, gender, age, proposed field and institution of study will not be 
taken into account. New awards under the Overseas Research Students 
Awards Scheme (ORS) will likely be between 800 and 850 each year. The 
awards are tenable at specified academic institutions in the UK. The scheme 
is administered by Universities UK. 

Description 

Awards made will in most cases cover the difference between the tuition fee 
for a home (ie UK) postgraduate student and the rate charged by the 
institution to an international postgraduate student for the particular full-
time research course being taken by the awardholder. In those cases in 
which the value of the award does not represent the full fee differential, the 
institution concerned will confirm to the student the actual rate of award 
which will be payable and whether he/she would incur any additional tuition 
fee liability. Payment of the award is made to the institution: no money will 
be paid direct to the awardholder. Further details and application forms 
should be obtained from the Registrar or Secretary of the academic 
institutions listed where the research is to be undertaken.  
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